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DEVELOPMENTS 

in the 

CUBAN SITUATION 

Questions and Answers 


INTRODUCTION 

On January 1, 1959, Castro gained control of Cuba 
by enlisting the support of Cubans against tbe Batista 
dictatorship, and tbe majority of the Cuban people 
supported this revolution. Castro deliberately deceived 
tbe Cuban people until he was firmly in power and 
then betrayed their trust by turning Cuba over to the 
Communists. Castro boldly admitted his deception of 
the Cuban people in a speech which he delivered on 
December 2, 1961. 

As early as 1957 the U.S. Government expressed 
its concern over political unrest in Cuba. In 1958 we 
suspended arms shipments to the Batista government, 
which, in disregard of an agreement with the United 
States, had used them to combat the revolutionary 
movement beaded by Fidel Castro. 

When the Castro regime came to power in 1959, the 
United States looked upon it with sympathy, recognized 
it almost immediately, and welcomed its promises of 
political freedom and social Justice for the Cuban 
people. We made, clear our willingness to discuss 
Cuba's economic needs. Despite our concern at the 
Cuban regime's mounting hostility toward the United 
States and its growing Communist tendencies, we 
attempted patiently and consistently from early 1959 
until we21 into I960 to negotiate differences with the 
regime. 

Elements in the Castrc movement were engaged in 
anti-American activities even during the revolution 
against Batista. Soon after it came to power in 1959, 


the Castro government turned away from its 
previous promises, permitted Communist in- 
fluence to grow, attacked and persecuted its 
own supporters in Cuba who expressed opposi- 
tion to communism, arbitrarily seized U.S. 
properties, and made a series of baseless 
charges against the United States. It ignored, 
rejected, or imposed impossible conditions on 
repeated U.S. offers to cooperate and negotiate. 
In 1960 Cuba established close political, eco- 
nomic, and military relationships with the Sino- 
Soviet bloc, while increasing the pace and 
vehemence of its measures and attacks against 
the United State*. 

In mid-1960 the United States and its aJTies 
Initiated a series of measures as a delib ate 
response to Communist efforts to establish a 
beachhead for subversion in this hemisphere. 
The United States prohibited the further import 
of Cuban sugar into this country. Exports, ex- 
cept for certain foods and medicines permitted 
on humanitarian grounds, were prohibited soon 
afterward. In February 1962, the President made 
the embargo substantially complete, extending 
the import prohibition to indirect as well as 
direct purchases. 

In October 1962 it was discovered that the 
Soviet Union was secretly building bases in 
Cuba capable of launching nuclear missiles 
against most of the countries of the Western 
Hemisphere. The President reported on this 
development to the American people on October 
22. There are a few points of special signifi- 
cance. 

(a) Cuba is not an issue for the Western 
Hemisphere alone. It *s a much broader issue 
of importance to ihe entire world. As the Presi- 
dent said, the 1930's taught us a clear lesson: 
"Aggressive conduct, if allowed to grow un- 
checked and unchallenged, ultimately leads co 
war." 

(b) The President emphasized that the secret, 
swift buildup of Communist missiles in Cuba 
on our doorstep was a deliberately provocative 
change in the status quo which * he United States 
could net accept if our courage and commit- 
ments were ever to be trusted again by either 
friend or foe. The U.S.S.R. had made a secret, 
unprecedented move into Cuba with nuclear 
missiles. This was a major effort to change the 
strategic balance of power. Unless we met this 


challenge, we would invite the Soviets eo ma£e 
similar moves elsewhere and to demand con- 
cessions in other parts of the world. 

(c) NATO and the Western Powers have con- 
sistently made it clear that our actions are 
purely defensive. Tbe Soviet and Cuban leaders 
have consistently shown their offensive inten- 
tions. Cuba has sponsored military activities 
against other Caribbean countries. Cuba is 
heavily engaged in providing money, propa- 
ganda, and people for subversive activities in 
Latin America. It has become a training ground 
for guerrillas and for wtreet mob leaders. 

Therefore, the United States has responded 
in order to preserve its own security and to ac- 
tivate the collective security machinery on 
which so many nations rely for survival. 

President Kennedy's Proposals 
To Resolve the Cuban Crisis 

The President directed that these seven 
initial steps be taken immediately: 

(1) Imposition of a strict quarantine in which 
all ships found to contain cargoes of offensive 
weapons for Cuba would be turned back. Exten- 
sion of the quarantine to other types of cargo 
and carriers if needed, But no denial of the 
necessities of life to Cuba. 

(2) Intensification of the close surveillance of 
Cuba and its military buildup. Preparation by tbe 
Armed Forces for any eventualities. Should the 
buildup continue, further action would he taken. 

(3) Declaration that it will be tbe U.S. policy 
to regard a nuclear attack from Cuba against 
any nation in this hemisphere as an attack by 
the Soviet Union on the United States, requiring 
a full retaliatory response upon the U.S.S.R. 

(4) Reinforcement of the U.S. base at Guan- 
tanamo; evacuation of U.S. dependents; additional 
military units put on a standby alert basis. 

(5) Calling of an immediate meeting of die 
Organ of Consultation under the QAS to consider 
the threat to hemispheric security and tt> invoke 
articles 6 and 8 of the Rio Treaty in su pp or t of 
all necessary action. 

(6) Request that an emergency meeting of the 
U.N. Security Council be cc-voked immediately. 
The United States to present a resolution calling 


for the* prompt -dismantling and withdraws! of 
all offensive weapons la Cute, under the super- 
vision of U.N. observer*; before the quarantine 
can be lifted. • 

(7) Appeal by the President to Premier Khru- 
shchev to "halt and eliminate tide clandestine, 
reckless, and provocative threat to world peace 
and co stable relations between our two 


, .so abandon fete coarse of world 
domination and to Join tn an Motoric effort to 
end tbe perilous arms race and transform tbs 
history of man. . . . to move the world beck 
from the abyss of destruction by returning to 
his Gover n ment's own words that ft bad no need 
to station missiles outside its own territory, 
and withdrawing uiese weapon a from Cuba. . . ." 


Questions and Answers 


What actually is the nature of the 
relationship between Castro Cuba and 
the Soviet bloc? 

The Soviet Union, in league with Castro, 
completely dominates Cuba politically, economi- 
cally, and militarily. The Soviet bloc accounts 
for 80 percent of the country's commerce. 
Some 5,000 Soviet personnel are located through- 
out the island in major industrial and military 
installations. Beginning in July, the U.S.S.R., 
moving with unprecedented speed, poured mili- 
tary equipment into the country. 

Why did President 
would hold the Soviet Union acc< 
for any missile attack launched from 
Cuba? 

Such action by Cuba could come about only 
through uae of Soviet missiles and equipment, 
guided and operated by Soviet military tech- 
nicians and launched from missile bases fur- 
nished and installed by tbe U.S.S.R. 

Can the U.S. action be considered 
an aggression against Cuba? 

Not in any sense of the word. The quarantine 
is designed to deal with a threat to the peace by 
a foreign power on Cuban soiL This determina- 
tion was made by the United States for its own 
security, but it did not act atone. Rather, die 
international organization having jurisdiction 
in tbe area, the Organization of American 
Slates, recommended motion under the Rio 
Treaty of 1947, which contains provisions and 
procedures for collective defense in the Western 


Hemisphere (articles 6, 8, and 201. Only then 
did the United States issue tbe proclamation of 
quarantine. 

Why did the United States wait so 
long before taking action against Cuba? 

Ever since the Cuban government adopted an 
antagonistic policy toward the United States, 
our Government has taken action which it 
deemed appropriate co the circumstances, be- 
ginning with restrictions against imports of 
Cuban sugar— Cuba's primary source cf in- 
come—in 1960 and continuing through measures 
to block exports by Cuba of weapons and prop- 
aganda to other Latin 


American countries. 


Why did the United States impose 
economic sanctions on Cuba, helping 
to drive Castro into the arms of the 
Soviet Union? 

The chief purpose of tbe U* S. economic 
policies toward Cuba has been to inhibit die 
development of the Cuban economy cs a model 
of communism for other Latin countries, while 
making it as expensive a burden as possible 
for its Soviet masters. It has not been our 
po'icy to inflict hardship upon the Cuban people 
themselves, and we have made special excep- 
tions to our trade restrictions for aucb items 
as foodstuffs shd medicines. 

The decision to obstruct agricultural trade 
between the United States and Cuba in early 
1960 was taken by die Cubans themselves and 
was net prompted by U. S. trade restrictions 
or by an unfavorable balance of trade with this 
country. Cuba's food problems during the past 


2 -years h*** been the remit of ice own failures 
In agricultural aaanagemem and im reluctance 
so do business with the Uuked States. Our de- 
cision p > stop buying Cube's sugar came only 
a fte r Cuban gove rnment officials made clear 
that ttey viewed dealing a with the United States 
as a form of "economic slavery" and that they 
intended to redirect dw pattern of their trade 
toward the Soviet Moc 

Why is the United States, the richest 
and strongest nation in the world, 
worrying about communism in Cuba? 

Became once a country falls under the con- 
trol of Commentate its go vernme nt is then 
subject to control by the Kremlin and ttbecomes 
an instrument for the aggressive Communist 
world m ov e m e nt. In the case of Cuba, the Soviet 
leaders have seen fit to ua^ the Communist 
Castro regime there aa a toot for extending 
their power and their ideology into tWa hemi- 
sphere. Moreover, Cuba has a strategic loca- 
tion athwart key tra n sp o rtation rouses in the 
Caribbean. Most importantly,, the island has 
been converted into a military base directly 
threatening all of its free neighbor* and posing 
a threat to world peace. 

In what other ways has Castroism 
been a threat to the hemisphere ? 

Cuba has given moral and material support 
to Communist and Communist-influenced groups 
engaged in subversive activities in every one 
of the other 19 Latin American Republics. The 
Castro regime is a main prong of die Sine- 
Soviet drive to weaken and eventually destroy 
democratic political institutions in all Latin 
America. Cuban subversive activities include 
indoctrination and training of hundreds of other 
Latin nationals, covert material support to sub- 
versive groups, and intensive radio and primed 
propaganda. 

Was the 26th cf July Movement, led 
by Castro, Communist-dominated? 
when and how did the Communists get 
contrcl? 

At the time it gained power in Cuba, Castro's 
26th of July Movement had become the symbol 


cf the;, legitimate aspirations of the Caabeai'v' 
people Many libera! and reform-miBded Cubans 
supported Castro and Ma movement. Increasing 
Communist Inflosnce became not iceable in 1959 
and accelerated in I960. By 1961 known Com- 
munists were increasingly being placed in top 
government positions and plana were set for 
merging the movement with the Cuban Com- 
munist Party, On Dec em b er 1, 1961, Castro him- 
self announced that be was a Marxist-Leninist. 


Why did the U.S. Government not 
realise Castro was a Communist all 
along? 

Although he had long been inclined toward 
the left, Castro did not openly espouse the 
Communist ideology— betraying the followers 
of his revolution— until 1961, after Ids regime 
waa firmly installed in Kansas. Even in his 
early adwttw l ef ra ttens there were numerous 
respected and moderate leaders. The true na- 
ture of the regime, even when this was recog- 
nized by many Cubans, did not ateer the fact 
that Castro was already entrenched in power. 

Are the Cuban people still behind 
Castro? 

Though it is hard to judge accurately, it is 
estimated that Castro retalne the positive sup- 
port of only about 20 percent of the population— 
mostly people under 25 years of age and 
bureaucrats committed to the success of the 
revolution. Disaffection is growing steadily, as 
la shown both by the number of disillusion d 
Cubans fleeing the country end by the increas- 
ing instances of spontaneous uprisings, anti- 
government sabotage, and widespread passive 
resistance. Dissatisfaction is beginning to grow 
even among tho^e under 25, as well aa* ong 
the older Cubans. 

With bo little popular support, how 
does Castro stay in power? 

Cuba today is a police state. Castro does not 
tolerate any oppositioc to bis regime. 

By far his most effective instrument for 
maintaining political control is the nationwide 
network of so-called Committees for the Defense 
of the Revolution. These amount to a block-to- 


tvDdr spy «y«twn iIiwmi^^ irtlcfc the • iwrlvtte 
affaire of each citizen eretaouitared and through 
which be must obtain such things as ration 
book*, new Jobs, travel Dermics, etc Some half- 
ratflfcm peraocw participate to operating this 
spy system, or. I out of every H Cubans. 


sumption generally has been severely coxtajled,/: 
promises of aew low-coet bousing have f«U*d 
to materialise, and die Cubans arraow.dW- 
pendant upon tho Sort* bloc tor many everyday 
food J 


How many Cubans have been exe- 
cuted or imprisoned by Castro and 
his followers? 

To data* the Castro regime baa put to death 
over 1,000 Cubana who were variously accused 
of baring cooperated with Batista, of actively 
opposing the regime, or of supporting the 
efforts of so-called w countar-rev©iutlonary ,, 
patriot groups on the island. A great many more 
have been Imprisoned as political enemies of 
the regime— perbap* over 50,000 now lie in 
Castro's Jails for aucb offenses. 

How many Cuban refugees have fled 
the Castro regime? 

Over 200,000 Cubans have taken refuge in 
other countries bordering the Caribbean—about 
half of them in the United States. 

Castro promised free elections when 
he took over in 1958. Have they been 
•held? 

In spite of his earlier promises to bold 
democratic elections "within one year" of gain- 
ing power, Castro has now abandoned all plans 
of over holding elections. He claims that they 
are unnecessary because the Cuban people 
have already demonstrated their clear and 
overwhelming support for his rule. 

What has happened to Cuba's stand- 
ard of living under Castro? 

While there is no doubt that Castro has ac- 
complished a more even distribution of Cuba's 
wealth, living conditions for most Cubans have 
declined severely under communism. Where 
once the average Cuban enjoyed one of the 
highest standards of living in the hemisphere, 
he now finds that many items which he once 
considered essential are rationed or altogether 
unavailable. High unemployment continues, con- 


What kind of Cuba does the United 
States hope for? 

We hope for the earafcHahmaat of a demo- 
cratic g ov ern m ent in Cuba which will restore 
the integrity of the Cuban revolution and which 
will help the Cuban people achieve freedom 
from eatic tyranny and foreign inter- 

vention. 

Americans are always talking about 
self-determination, so why doesn't 
America allow the Cubans to go their, 
own way? 

The tide of refugees from Cuba and the 
many thousands Jailed for political reasons 
by Castro indicate that many Cubans are not 
satisfied with the Castro regime. The popular 
revolution of 1959 has been subordinated to the 
International conspiracy of communism, which 
is stifling free expression of Cuban opinion 
through elections and free press. In his speech 
of October 22 President Kennedy expressed his 
wish to see Cubans "free from foreign domi- 
nation, free to choose their own leaders, free 
to select their own systems. ..." 

Why were some of the Latin Ameri- 
can nations so slow to share United 
States concern over Castro in Cuba? 

Some larger Latin American countries were 
formerly reluctant to condemn the Cuban regime 
because of their belief that this would be con- 
trary to strongly held principles of noninter- 
vention and self-determination of sovereign 
states. But all countries in the area have more 
and more come to realize that Communist 
Cuba represents a security threat to the whole 
hemisphere. They are persuaded more and 
more by the fact that real control over Cuba 
lies not in the hands of the Cuban people but 
rather in Moscow. Only five countries of Latin 
America continue to maintain diplomatic rela- 
tions with die. Castro regime. 


Just what is the Monroe Doctrine? 
How does it apply to the Cuban situa- 
tion? 

The Monroe Doctrine was stated by presfifanc 
Monroe in Ms message to Congress Decembe r 
2, 1823. It was issued ss » warning from the 
young United States to toe European Powers 
that they could not encroacb upon any American 
people, "that we should consider any attempt 
on their pare to extend their system to any 
portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our 
peace and safety.'' 

This principle is Just as valid in 1962 as it 
was in 1823, though the old imcerialism of 
Western ' rope hss been replaced by the new 
and far more menacing political and ideol o gical 
imperialism of international communism. 

The original purpose of the Monroe Doctrine, 
which was to prevent any extension to the 
America* of a despotic political system con- 
trary to the independent ststns of the countries 
of this hemisphere, has been adopted and sup- 
ported by the Organisation of American States 
as a multilateral safeguard for the American 
Republics. In thia spirit, the OAS Charter and 
the Rio Treaty—the Inter-American Treasy of 
Reciprocal Assistance—provide the means for 
common action, if necessary, to protect the 
hemisphere against intervention or aggres- 
sion. 


What was the purpose and what were 
the principal provisions of the 194? 
Rio Treaty? Which countries signed 
it? 


The Rio Treaty was signed by all 21 of the 
American Republics— including Cuba. It was 
concluded in order to assure peace, to provide 
for effective reciprocal assistance to meet 
armed attacks against any American state, and 
to deal with threats of aggression again*; any 
of them. The treaty establishes the principle 
that an attack on one of the American states 
is an attack on alL Decisions on die specified 
collective measures under the treaty are made 
by a two-thirds majority md are binding on all 
states, with the one exception that no state is 
required to use armed force without its con- 
sent. 


Is Cuba still a party to the ftio 
Treaty of 1947? 

Yes* Cuba is a perry to the Rio Treaty and is 
subject to the obligations of the treaty. In tact, 
Cuba participated in the application of sanctions 
under the treaty against the Trujiilo regime in 
the Dominican Republic in 1961. 

Why does the U. S. need the backing 
of other Latin American countries 
when it is the most powerful nation in 
the West? 

The vital Interests of other American coun- 
tries are at stake in the Cuban crisis both 
because Cubs is a neighbor and because an 
outside power has attempted to intrude with 
strategic weapons loco the Americas. We want 
the cooperation of other American countries 
to prevent the growth or spread of dangerous 
situations anywhere in this hemisphere. This 
is the essence of a collective security system. 

Why did the U.S. take this step 
without consulting its allies? 

The quarantine was imposed only after a 
regional organization (OAS) composed of 21 
countries and sanctioned by the United Nations 
determined that the introduction of offensive 
weapons into Cuba constituted a serious threat 
to die peace of the world. The United States 
was in continuous consultation concerning Cuba 
with its allies and other nations for many months 
prior to the imposition of die quarantine. 

The rapidity of the Soviet installation of land- 
co-land missile bases precluded the considera- 
tion of alternatives to our course of action. 
Only during the week of October 14 did U.S. 
surveillance reveal the first concrete evidence 
of the development of offensive ballistic 
missiles. 

What position did the NATO powers 
take on the U.S. quarantine of Cuba? 

The governments of the NATO powers fully 
backed the U.S. actios in the Cuban cxiois. They 
con cur red in the U.S. analysis of the deliberate 
and deceitful n»Gae of the Soviet action in 
introducing nuclear weapons into the Western 


Hemisphere, They chared the Judgment of the 
Rio Treaty members that the Soviet missiles 
In Cuba are a threat to the security of the 
Weetern Hemisphere. They recognized explic- 
itly that In die nuclear age the whole free world 
stands or falls together. 

Is the quarantine imposed toy the 
United States consistent with inter- 
national law? 

Yea. The quarantine waa imposed pursuant 
to a recommendatory resolution adopted by 
the governing Council of the Organization of 
American States in accordance with the terms 
of the Rio Treaty of 1947. Cuba waa a party to 
this treaty and la a member of the Organisation 
of Americas .States. Regional organisations 
and their recommendation of the use of such 
measure* are entirely consistent with the United 
Nations Charter. In fact, die Charter envi- 
sioned a major role for such organisations in 
the promotion of peace and security In circum- 
stance* just like this one. 

What is the legal difference between 
quarantine and blockade ? 

A quarantine is a selective effort designed 
to deal with a specific threat to peace, ft must 
be differentiated from a blockade which is 
part of the conduct of war, designed to force 
an enemy state to comply with the will of the 
blockading country. In the' Immediate situation, 
the U.S. quarantine was aimed solely at pre- 
venting the introduction of offensive weapons 
into Cuba, in order to protect ourselves and 
this hemisphere. 

How long will the quarantine be 
maintained? 

President Kennedy, in a letter to Chairman 
Khrushchev on October 27, pledged to lift the 
quarantine and not to invade Cuba, providing 
two conditions were met. The first is the 
removal of offensive weapons systems from 
Cuba, under appropriate U.N. observation and 
supervision. The second is the halting of further 
introduction of offensive weapons systems into 
Cube, under suitable safeguards. Chairman 
Khrushchev on October 28 agreed to discontinue 


construction of weapons 
the offensive we ap o ns 
Soviet Union, 


sites and to 4fsnMm | i1o 
and return them to the 


ilaln 


Bow can the United States « 
about the Soviets moving into \ 
when the Americans have occupied 
their base at Ouantanamo Bay tor 60 
years and even now refuse to get out ? 

The Unfeed States is m Guantanamo by right 
of treaty fatly recognised by the Inter- American 
defense system. The Soviet moves into Cuba 
were, by contrast, c on du ct ed secretly, sur- 
rounded by falsa denials of offensive intent, 
and representing a subversive move tote an 
area traditionally committed to defense of the 
Western Heraispfcereagalnstforeign domination. 

Why does the United States think it 
is all right for it to send troops all 
over the world but it is wrong for the 
U.S.S.R* to send its personnel to 
Cuba? 

U.S. troops are stationed overseas as ©art of 
our contribution to collective security meaoures. 
These measures were taken only after general 
demobilization of U.S. forces after World War 
n. They were required because of a long series 
of aggressive acts by the Soviet bioc such aa 
the Berlin blockade and the Korean War. 

The stand taken by the United States in the 
Cuba situation was not a result of the sending 
of Soviet personnel to Cuba, much as the 
United States disliked the introduction of Soviet 
military personnel into this hemisphere. The 
U.S. action resulted from the construction to 
Cuba of missile bases which provided a new 
nuclear strike capability against the Western 
Hemisphere and thus threatened the peace and 
security of the Americas and, indeed, of the 
whole world. 

What is the distinction between 
Soviet missiles in Cuba and U.S. mis- 
siles in NATO countries? 

Our baoes abroad were established under 
open and announced agreements with sovereign 
states. They serve to strengthen the independ- 
ence of those countries. Soviet missiles were 


Ki'p 


Soviet burnt 'in Cuba eymboline thntcountr**e 
subjection to aaea control and do m inati on ; they 
were established without the knowledge of the 
Cuban people and w«n manned by Soviet per- 


Our banes on allied territory are manned 
and serviced jointly with sltindpornooneL They 
rem provided in cooperation witfi cur alliee 
in th* facet* the threat of Soviet expansion and 
aggression an en emp l tfl od in Eastern Europe, 
in Gree<» and Turkey, in Iran, in Korea, and 
elsewhere. A m missiles 

abroad wan n wtnber 1997 

only after Khr^Bflbcbev in As previous month bad 
threatened W«e*sra Europe with Soviet missiles. 

Soviet basse in Cabs created a new and 
eerious impact upon the balance of power in 
the world and then i m perile d world peace. 

Mb rational comparison may, therefore, be 
made bsi wc cn tbe two situations. 

How does President Kennedy's ac- 
tion affect the U.S. position in Berlin? 

There is no direct connection between Cuba 
and Berlin. Bos as me President said in hie 
October 22 report, we could not leave tbe 
Soviet challenge in Cuba ananewered if our 
commicmencc were ever to be crusted again by 
friend or foe. This certainty applies to our 
vital commitments regarding Berlin. 

Will tee United States still try to 
negotiate with the Soviet Union for 
disarmament? 

President Kennedy, in a statement on October 
28 welcoming Chairman Khrushchev's decision 
to remove Soviet weapons from Cuba, said he 
hoped that the g o ve rnm ents of the world would 
turn their urgent attention to the compelling 
necessity for ending tbe arms race. He cited 
the military confrontation of the Warsaw Pact 
and NATO countries and mentioned that there 
axe Oder situations elsewhere in the world 
where tensions lead to wasteful diversion of 
bo? war. 



A world in 
'live and work together, in pence and h ,.,-.„„ 
and . where tbe use o force Is rensoved:a* an! 
instrument of nstfcm 

mary goal of the United Stave, This to*'nne#p 
which we win continue so pursue because our 
very eurvtval may depend upon it. And progress 
toward dlsarnaameat is the neceesary fm- 
requ^Un to the futffllOTent of this goal, 

What role did the Secretary-General 
of the XfattedNations take in the Cohan 
crisis? ... 

Acting Secretary-Ceoeral U Thane sent notes -?. 
to President Kennedy, to Chairman a^roebchev 
of the U.S.S.R., and to Cuba on October 24, 
1962. He urged lbs United States to retattn . 
for 2 weeks from searching ships h e ad ed for :, 
Cuba. He urged the US&«, nottoseoditttasflee ; 
to Cuba in the same period. During .the a-wjstte..^ 
"coottag-off" inotrSude, negottartont were so be .. 
conducted. He urged the Cuban government to'.E 
refrain from any action wtt^couW aaiMyaie ^ f. 

Speaking in the U.K, Security OwncfVSeetell I 
tary-General U Thsnt proposed stopping the 
actual construction and development of mfsstle 
sites in Cuba. ' r: .■■■'■■•^ ■■"". 

On October 30 Secretary-General U Thaut 
flew so Cuba with his principal a ssi st ants to 
discuss with tbe Castro government arranga- 
ments for U.R verif icatioav as called for by 
President Kennedy, of the demanding of Soviet 
missiles &ad a halt in tbe buildup of bases. , 

Didn't President Kennedy's action S 
risk bringing on World Warm? 

On the contrary, tbe President's action was ' 
carefully designed to eliminate s dangeroun 
potential cause of war— the missile base s u nd er 
construction In Cuba— while taking the least 
possible risk of nrlngiRg on war. In Me report 
to the American people on October 22, be eaid 
the 1930'a taught us a clear lesson: aggressive 
conduct, if allowed to grow unchecked and 
unuiUdlenged, ultimately leads to war. He also 
said tbe greases danger of all wetdd be to 
don 
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